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“Stay Six Feet Apart - Sail FINN

Robert G Stevens

SOLO Newsletter is a nqumofit official publi- US Postal Service:
cation of the USA Finn Association and dis- Please return undeliverables to:

tributed to its members and other interested USA Finn Association
parties free of Charge_ 14 Wellfield Road, Forestdale, MA

Send your articles to the USAFA secretary, Weig thank you to all the authors and especially
are always looking for interesting content.  to Diane and Eric Frissell for the quality

Editors check.
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER Although we don't know what longer

term challenges we may face, we will
First of all, I hope all Finn Sailors, families, and friends are safe  do whatever is possible to help facili-
and protected during this unexpected crisis. This is certainly uncharted tate and rebuild the sport we have
territory for all of us and it will be a changed world when we come outthe  come to love.
other side. We are learning how interconnected we really are, never ex- i i
. S ] We would like to recognize the event
pecting that a transaction in an open market on the other side of the world X
organizers and volunteers who have
put in a tremendous amount of work

only to be faced with cancellation.

could have such an enormous effect on our individual lives and the popula-
tion as a whole. Itis easy to focus on recent mistakes with 20/20 hindsight
(2020 must be the year for it) but we need to keep looking forward. Below

is a well-known path that people follow when dealing with crisis induced The class now has official 501c¢3 sta-
bcoridion change: tus and meets the new legal require-
_— Bl sy @ R . indi ments of a non-profit. This has taken
enia’ g » -
Disbellef; Problem Solving | many hours and the class was not
defensive Learning to work iduals and as .
Anger in the new situation Bl will charged for any legal or accounting work.
Frustration; = !
© o Exit
bk . . . .
.Shock ™ Disiliusionment iiakigs eed to And finally, be safe and protect family and friends. If you are going to quar-
Surprise at th =) . 5 - . .
Feie of hange @ @ 1t engagement dapttothe antine yourself on your Finn please remember it is a time for exercise and
~ experimentation . o o .
Bargaining ® ew world, in  mental release and always follow the social distancing rules. Stay safe,
s i Hostility hatever wash your hands, and wear a mask to protect yourself and others
Depressw" Staying with the old ways; y ’ p y :
Confusion; attempting to undermine e
sadness the new rm it may

Hope to see you on the water soon.

hort term, Peter Frissell

class leadership is regular- .
Regional Class Contacts |y raviewing the situation USAFA President
Rob Couti¥ So Cal for the Nationals, North
. Americans, and Masters.
socal@finnusa.org
Michael Kennea§ Nor Cal i

norcal@finnusa.org
Marcus Ward Rocky Mountains
rockymountain@finnusa.org |
Will Libcke & Midwest B
midwest@finnusa.org
Noel Millerd South
south@finnusa.org
Al Marshallo East
east@finnusa.org
James Bland Texas
texas@finnusa.org

2020 Schedule

Due to a lot of uncertainty associat

with the pandemic in the U.S. and It took me too long to learn that going two to one downwind is a thing in a Finn. During

Canada, as well as constantly evolvhY first windy race | noticed that the guy passing me to leeward on a reach wasn't one to one, and was
ing situe;tion and governmental I’ulealso taking the sheet straight from the boom. | figured he must therefore have much better steering and

%(Jmping technique than | did. The spray in my face and the exhausted frustration made it hard to see
we will not be posting the schedule iR details as he disappeared down the reach. As far as | could tell, my moves were similar. Maybe his
this edition of the SOLO Newslettercenterboard was just a little higher? Would that explain how much faster he was? | didn’t know. Didn't
Please visit: seem like it, but what else was there? | finished the race, and licked my wounds. And then | blew it.

Here's what | should have done: found the guy after the race, asked him how the rest of the race went

www.finnusa.org/evewalendar/ for him, complimented him on his reaching speed, and asked him what kinds of things he was doing to go
for the most recent version of the
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so fast reaching. | didn't do that. Of course, he might very easily have
assumed | already knew about two to one (how could | not?) and
never mentioned it. | would have had to drill down on why his pumps
were so effective, or maybe shared how flaccid mine felt. | would
have had to really connect with him. | would have had to be vulnera-
ble. Instead, | was paralyzed by the prospect of outing myselfas a
clueless newb in a new class. The impulse to not admit to myself that
| didn’t know something was very strong. | was still young enough to
sometimes mistake that for confidence.

| remember the light bulb going off — weeks later! —when |
noticed his mainsheet knot at his ratchet block as we dropped sails
next to each other near the ramp. | said “thank you!”, got the very
strange look | deserved, and re-hoisted and went reaching around
the harbor until after sunset. And | kept pumping, two to one, over
and over and over. And | kept saying to myself while | flogged the guy
who was too proud to ask a question of someone more experienced, “Which hurts more? Which hurts more? Your arms now or the memory of how weak-

minded you were a few weeks ago after that race?”

| wanted to make sure it sunk all the way in. | wanted it to be in my body, how painful the hindsight of false pride can be. | wanted to never forget
the day | vowed to learn to learn smarterly, one new question at a time. Working harder at doing things the old way, just isn’t that hard, in comparison.

The Golden State Blues

Southern California, encompassing both Long Beach to the  of his podium with Kyle in first, followed by Mike Dorgan, Rob Coutts, Greg
North, and San Diego to the south with two different Finn fleets, continues  Morton, and David Ryan. Talk about some tough competition!
to be Finn sailing mecca, at least these past few months. Maybe that's be-
cause we have no snow?

by Glen Selvin

Both San Diego Yacht Club and Mission Bay Yacht Club have been holding
their club racing, with Finns always invited. SDYC held their free One De-
Last Fall saw nine boats sailing at Alamitos Bay Yacht Club'siconic Turkey  sign Weekends in both January, and February, and MBYC has been holding
Day regatta, sailing three races on Saturday and three races Sunday, with both their Club Races and Single Handed Series throughout the winter as
the famous turkey dinner Saturday night with all the fixin's. Champagne well. Always great times out on the water for casual fleet racing that is al-
conditions with sunshine, nice breeze but not too much, and just wonderful  ways a pleasure for a day or a weekend of no cost, no hassle racing.

illingg i ila D (czeling e pack folllovoe by Relait Ninney; e Moving forward? The word “cancelled” seems to be attached to all regattas

moving forward during these times of Coronavirus so it'll be interesting, and
sad, to see where this all takes us

Andreas Siggelkow.

December 19* saw eleven boats ez
turn out for Mission Bay Yacht 66 as we wonder how long we'll all
Club'’s always fun, always inside \0 /1 be social distancing and out of
the bay Hot Rum regatta, making ; 4 sailing. During these months?
so many of us remember why we \_ Give your boat a good bath and
live here in sunny Southern Cali- - : \ attend to its issues that you nev-
; ) er seem to get to. Controversial
is going out sailing with friends

fornia! Just beautiful sailing, with
wonderful camaraderie on shore

| because while we're on our

. boats by ourselves, we're still

~ helping one another dolly out,

roll up sails, put on bottom co-
ers, or slide dollies onto trailers.

after the racing.

San Diego Yacht Club sailed their
annual New Year's regatta pursuit
race, with six boats turning out on

New Year's Day to sail inside the )
y A few weeks ago, Jim Lawson,

| Andreas Siggelkow, and | went
out for a wonderful afternoon,
but now that things are heating

bay, enjoying sunny skies and flat
water during this harbor tour.
Mike Dorgan was the lead dog,
followed by Mike Entwhistle and
Brian Thomas.

up here in SoCal, I'm a little bit loathe to go out again. I'm sure we're all
debating between sailing and staying indoors, but in any event, your boat
Mission Bay Yacht Club held our SCYA Midwinters in February with a needs love during these Covid-19 times. Replace a few lines, clean up all
whopping fifteen boats turning out to sail in the ocean off of Mission Beach.  the dock marks that have accumulated, or just give it a longing look. Stay
It took Kyle Martin, from the Canadian Olympic Team, to knock Dorgan off  safe out there!
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Finn sailing blossomed this winter  ed his Finn sailing a few years ago in a bor-
in Miami with over 11 racing days with re-  rowed boat as part of Team Rice Krispies,
gattas including the World Sailing Cup- sailed well-enough to earn his first medal
Miami OCR, the inaugural Finn Winter Se- race spot.
ries at Coconut Grove Sailing Club, and the
introduction of the Finn at Miami Sailing
Week based at the new Regatta Park.

The event also marked the return to com-
petitive Finn sailing of Stephen Smeulders,
former Sunfish and Force 5 champion. He
This season began the first week of January sailed a boat that the USAFA and Jibe Tech
when Rockal Evans from Bermuda, with his built ten years ago with the molds that

coach Ed Wright, arrived to begin training  Vanguard donated to the USAFA via a
for the last Olympic spot representing grant arranged by Gus Miller through the
North America. Juan Ignacio Perez with Finn Foundation.

his coach in tow, Luca Devoti, arrived a few
days later to contest for the berth, in the
showdown at the weeklong World Cup

that saw Mexico earn its first trip to the
Olympics in two decades.

As it was, the World Cup event was also
the second stage of the selection for the
USAGs representative
ning the regatta and
ish narrowed the gap that Luke enjoys over
Devoti and Olympian Facundo Olezza of Caleb, the 2016 Bronze medal winner. The
Argentina, in a chartered U.S. 2012 Devoti, decider was to be the Gold Cup in Spain in
supported the Mexican effort. Kyle Martin ~ May, but that will have to be re -scheduled
of Canada, who borrowed a 2013 Devoti when U.S. Sailing sorts it all out.

and | relandds

Olympic cam-

paigner Qisin

McClelland, who

arrived last mi-

nute and used a

borrowed 2003

Devoti shared

the top finishing

spots with Unit-

ed States Sailing

Team compadres

Caleb Paine and

Luke Muller.

vV 2

. . Miami Finn Series 2020
Alexey Selivanov, who is now the manager

of the Russian Sailing Team, sailed what
must dve been his tenth M
newcomer to the Olympic campaigners is =

Ukraineds Georgid. Pachﬁ 1

\

2015 Fantastica over from Europe. The
mast broke in a super high wind day, but a
2003 Wilke was provided to him to com-
plete the event. Eric Andersen, who start- . Miami Finn Fleet Winter Series .

1st Place

5

MIAMI WS Cup
and other Finn
events

by Charles Heimler

Worl d Sailingds futur
the scuttlebutt is that they want to host

future World Cup events on the West

Coast. The World Sailing Cup contract with
the University of Miami Sports Medicine
department, which has in the past provid-
edtplaysichldhlergpy for the salloes bwdssnotw i
reoeewéd. t hThdspyaard:t
network of Olympic Class Regatta veterans
based in Miami, who assured everyone that
some form of the Miami OCR will continue

in future years. And the Miami Finn Fleet
based now at Coconut Grove Sailing Club

is working to assure that the Finn legacy
continues on Biscayne Bay. Dave Martin

has brought the CGSC along to be a resi-
dence for the Miami Finn Fleet.

Next year will be awesome! The Miami Finn
fleet submitted a bid to host the 2021

North Americansf along with the Miami
OCR, Miami Winter Series, the Miami Sailing
Week, and the Sarasota Midwinters. A full
sailing schedule is planned.

That ds 16 regatta day
and March.

Why sit in the snow and cold next winter
when you can race 16 days in Miami! Make
your plans now for Miami i boat storage is
plentiful, AirBnB rentals are reasonable,
and several quality hotels are within walk-
ing distance of the boat park. There are
several boats available to borrow there, as
well.
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