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National Class Contacts  
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Rodion MazinðSecretary 

secretary@finnusa.org  

Glenn SelvinðTreasurer  

treasurer@finnusa.org  

Terry GreenfieldðChief Measurer 

measurer@finnusa.org 

Darrell PeckðHonorary President 

darrell.peck@gmail.com 

 

Featured articles  
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SOLO Newsletter is a non-profit official publi-

cation of the USA Finn Association and dis-

tributed to its members and other interested 

parties free of charge.  

Send your articles to the USAFA secretary, we 

are always looking for interesting content. 

Editors 

Rodion Mazin & Peter Frissell  

US Postal Service: 

Please return undeliverables to:  

USA Finn Association  

14 Wellfield Road, Forestdale, MA 

 

Big thank you to all the authors and especially 

to Diane and Eric Frissell for the quality 

check.  
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Regional Class Contacts  

Rob CouttsðSo Cal 

socal@finnusa.org  

Michael KennedyðNor Cal 

norcal@finnusa.org  

Marcus WardðRocky Mountains 

rockymountain@finnusa.org   

Will Libcke ðMidwest 

midwest@finnusa.org   

Noel MillerðSouth  

south@finnusa.org  

Al MarshallðEast  

east@finnusa.org  

James BlandðTexas 

texas@finnusa.org 

 

2020  Schedule  

Due to a lot of uncertainty associated 

with the pandemic in the U.S. and 

Canada, as well as constantly evolv-

ing situation and governmental rules, 

we will not be posting the schedule in 

this edition of the SOLO Newsletter. 

Please visit:  

www.finnusa.org/event-calendar/ 

for the most recent version of the 

schedule.   
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 Finn sailing blossomed this winter 
in Miami with over 11 racing days with re-
gattas including the World Sailing Cup-
Miami OCR, the inaugural Finn Winter Se-
ries at Coconut Grove Sailing Club, and the 

introduction of the Finn at Miami Sailing 

Week based at the new Regatta Park.  

This season began the first week of January 
when Rockal Evans from Bermuda, with his 

coach Ed Wright, arrived to begin training 
for the last Olympic spot representing 
North America.  Juan Ignacio Perez with 
his coach in tow, Luca Devoti, arrived a few 
days later to contest for the berth, in the 
showdown at the weeklong World Cup 
that saw Mexico earn its first trip to the 

Olympics in two decades.   

Devoti and Olympian Facundo Olezza of 

Argentina, in a chartered U.S. 2012 Devoti, 
supported the Mexican effort. Kyle Martin 
of Canada, who borrowed a 2013 Devoti 

and Irelandõs 
Olympic cam-
paigner Oisin 
McClelland, who 
arrived last mi-
nute and used a 
borrowed 2003 
Devoti shared 

the top finishing 
spots with Unit-
ed States Sailing 
Team compadres 
Caleb Paine and 

Luke Muller.  

Alexey Selivanov, who is now the manager 
of the Russian Sailing Team, sailed what 
mustõve been his tenth Miami event.  A 
newcomer to the Olympic campaigners is 
Ukraineõs Georgii Paches, who shipped a 

2015 Fantastica over from Europe.  The 
mast broke in a super high wind day, but a 
2003 Wilke was provided to him to com-
plete the event.  Eric Andersen, who start-

ed his Finn sailing a few years ago in a bor-
rowed boat as part of Team Rice Krispies, 
sailed well-enough to earn his first medal 

race spot.  

The event also marked the return to com-

petitive Finn sailing of Stephen Smeulders, 
former Sunfish and Force 5 champion.  He 
sailed a boat that the USAFA and Jibe Tech 
built ten years ago with the  molds that 

Vanguard donated to the USAFA via a 
grant arranged by Gus Miller through the 

Finn Foundation.  

As it was, the World Cup event was also 
the second stage of the selection for the 
USAõs representative to Tokyo; Calebõs win-
ning the regatta and Lukeõs third place fin-
ish narrowed the gap that Luke enjoys over 
Caleb, the 2016 Bronze medal winner.  The 

decider was to be the Gold Cup in Spain in 
May, but that will have to be re -scheduled 

when U.S. Sailing sorts it all out.  

World Sailingõs future is in transition, and 
the scuttlebutt is that they want to host 
future World Cup events on the West 
Coast.  The World Sailing Cup contract with 
the University of Miami Sports Medicine 
department, which has in the past provid-
ed physical therapy for the sailors, was not 
renewed.  This yearõs event was run by the 
network of Olympic Class Regatta veterans 

based in Miami, who assured everyone that 
some form of the Miami OCR will continue 
in future years. And the Miami Finn Fleet 
based now at Coconut Grove Sailing Club 
is working to assure that the Finn legacy 
continues on Biscayne Bay. Dave Martin 
has brought the CGSC along to be a resi-

dence for the Miami Finn Fleet.   

Next year will be awesome! The Miami Finn 
fleet submitted a bid to host the 2021 
North Americansñalong with the Miami 

OCR, Miami Winter Series, the Miami Sailing 
Week, and the Sarasota Midwinters. A full 

sailing schedule is planned.  

Thatõs 16 regatta days in January, February 

and March. 

Why sit in the snow and cold next winter 
when you can race 16 days in Miami! Make 
your plans now for Miami ñboat storage is 
plentiful, AirBnB rentals are reasonable, 
and several quality hotels are within walk-
ing distance of the boat park. There are 

several boats available to borrow there, as 

well.  

MIAMI WS Cup 
and other Finn 

events   
by Charles Heimler 


