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We are growing again!!

The effort kicked off years ago by Joe Chinburg and others is starting to pay offl We

have new activity in many different areas of the country! In addition to the explo-

sion of activity in Southern California and the Rocky Mountain district we have new

activity in the Midwest. | credit both Mike Dorgan and Rodion Mazin for their social

media efforts and abilities. A few other areas where we are starting to see more ac-

tivity; This past winter Joe Burke held some training sessions and the Nationals in
Sarasota. Rob Coutts is getting some people interested in lowa on Lake Okoboji.
Wedve had a number of successful regatta
Woodruffs persistence a few years ago.

James Bland is doing a great job of keeping things on track for the Nationals and
North Americans and just held a great regatta in Austin.

On the International front, the persistence of the IFA has resulted in a number of
submissions in a last -ditch effort to get the Finn reinstated in the Olympics. Please
look at the IFA website for more information.

To add additional fuel to the growth, the Class Officers has three projects in process.

A modified loaner boat program is progressing. Although we came up with the
concept independently, Glenn Selvin pointed out the Lighting Class has a similar
concept which has been very successful. So, we are modifying our ideas based upon
their experience. A few key points are:

a. As loaner boats tend to deteriorate over time, concept is to cycle them in
and out of the program every few years so a good boat doesn't get subjected
to continual abuse for many years.

b. Ideally, the class will purchase boats (or receive donations) and take dona-
tions for old covers, sails etc. to give people the opportunity to sail
Finns. The goal is to have the program roughly  break even.
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c. The person using the boat will have the option to purchase it, and we
would allow the sailor to apply the rent payment to the purchase price.

d. Yes, it would be nice to have a bunch of $20,000 boats to lend out but we
simply do not have the resources f g nvill do the best we can and try
to fit $ A fihe sailords abilit
e. There is an option i lease for fixing the boat(_\/l
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participation and travel
& around the country. Our focus was to
encourage and support younger ath-
etes to participate in the Finn sailing
events, as well as the promotion of ear-
ly registration. The major change to
similar programs of the past was raising
_ the eligible athletes' age from 23 to 26

2 " years old, putting such a policy in writ-
ing, and shifting the focus from Olymplc development to building the class presence
around the continent. Summarizing the content of the policy (full version located at
http://www.finnusa.org/usafa  -documents), members of the USAFA in good standing
who didn't reach their 26th birthday on the first day of the selected event may be
reimbursed for their travel expenses up to 400 dollars.

By Rodion Mazin, USAFA Secretary

Finn Sailors i Who We Are

Finn sailors are varied in occupation,
backgrounds, and pursuits. We are
doctors, attorneys, professors, busi-
nessmen, fire fighters, plumbers, mili-
§ tary, computer programmers, con-
struction builders, retirees, profes-
sional sailors, riggers, boatwrights,
students, mechanics, and engineers.

We all have competitive sailing deep
in our DNA. For many of us, it was
passed on to us by our parents. Most
2% of us have actively raced other boats
before getting into the Finn.

The mental and physical challenges of sailing this heavy, overpowered dinghy alone
draws us into the boat, and needing help to move it around land and into and out of
the water gets us all into a cooperative mood. And we all like to eat.

The top five sailors at the recent U.S. National Championships present an interesting
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oche for who we are. nated this year at the Finn Masters

er Darrell Peck, a Finn grand master, from Oregon, has Worlds in Denmark. Back then,
en sailing the Finn since t hBisefagasglysicalsfiness, and
mpic campaigns. He now regularly coaches other sailors now heds intent o
n the U.S. and Europe. He i s@pPRoprigte pnysicapiraining éegiv |
ore about the boat itself and racing.tactics than just about ments for sailors over 60.

anyone in North America. He also is a yeoman boat transpor- Jeremy Pape, from Atlanta, took
tor, showing up to our national regattas with six or more fifth place. He is also a prodigal
Finns carried by his custom -built trailerand truck rig. Finn sailor, who did a Find Olym-
pic campaign back in 2004. He
_saw the Finns one year at Miami
- OCR, /and decided to get back in.
He was even able to buy back his
Jold-boat! Jeremy is now semi -rétired from a successful/on-
truction business. He tunes up for t?é/ Finn by sailing/ MC

One characteristic.that distinguishes these top finishers, an%i‘{
several others inghe class, is an ethic of helping othgrs enjo 5

the Finn. We are always promoting the boat'to others in ours;4
clubs and bringing boats tQ regattas:on double And triple’
trailers, Former president Joe Chinburg, a Denver. firefighter,-

has a custom box trailer to haul boats (and spare parts) all
around the 3389\ mile_expanse from-€alifornia to Floridazand ~ ==
“A%kEr t ho-t o Ontario that encompas.:s

Second place U23 Quinton Gallon, from Ottawa, was not yet
% born when Darrell started Finn campaigning. He isiélready =
and expert.rigger.and boatworker who funds his campaign = -
with these skills, algﬁ’Wth part -time jobs as a sailing instruc- SO, we are Finn sailors i of all heights and weights and occu-

tor. He has a gofundme-campaign to raise the money gotto. P aticons and in different point.:
the European regattas as a member of the Canadian Olympic passion for recreational competitive sailing and for bringing
Sailing Team. ‘ people into the boat and .t he Fi
Rodion Mazin, who took third place after just over a yearin . cessful in our professional lives and make Finn sailing a priori-
T . Sy~ ty in our Work -Life Balance. - ) e
- the Finn, is a very good Laser sailor. He has been in the U.S. - i e
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& 2 dzH Lemieux for the Cana-  concentration of the Finn Fleets across the US. The
& w2RA2 gz?ﬁ |.Fﬂgvyglew?spz\ * two places that are lacking regattas and represen-
professor at MIT  tation are Canada, Northwest, and Middle of the
(Massachusetts.. Insti-  Eastern Seaboard. Contact your class representa-
tgg _E;UﬂTS eCh;cr’llggy?s tives and/or the national secretary if you are inter-
: 7}nP.L r'rg “up ¢ estedto holda Finn regatta in your Yacht Club!

orogram  that  culmi- #Lets make Finn Great Again
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again thls year by the ever accommodating
the 6th to 7th of July. Despite storm cells
high water flooding the Club grounds on
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with straigh ets. Not far behind was a hard fough battle for

second and third, wi th le taking second place in a | ate
Vanguard still fast after Gus ill erds tweaks from prior yea
leaving Simon van Wonderen to pick up the 3 ™ place position on

the tie breaker. i‘_ v

~Thanks to Peter Frissell 3 i the NCYC for hosting anef‘?er great

event. And to travelling it crews for parﬂmpatmg:Daua_
and Irene, returning Fi

Pictures




