
  

 

 

National Class Contacts  

Peter FrissellñPresident  

president@usfinn.org   

Rodion Mazin ñSecretary  

secretary@finnusa.org   

Glenn Selvin ñTreasurer  

treasurer@finnusa.org   

Terry Greenfield ñChief Measurer  

measurer@finnusa.org  

Darrell PeckñHonorary President  

darrell.peck@gmail.com  

 

We are growing again!!    

The effort kicked off years ago by Joe Chinburg and others is starting to pay off!  We 

have new activity in many different areas of the country!  In addition to the explo-

sion of activity in Southern California and the Rocky Mountain district we have new 

activity in the Midwest.    I credit both Mike Dorgan and Rodion Mazin for their social 

media efforts and abilities.  A few other areas where we are starting to see more ac-

tivity; This past winter Joe Burke held some training sessions and the Nationals in 

Sarasota.  Rob Coutts is getting some people interested in Iowa on Lake Okoboji.  

Weõve had a number of successful regattas on the Great Lakes thanks to John 

Woodruffs persistence a few years ago.  

James Bland is doing a great job of keeping things on track for the Nationals and 

North Americans and just held a great regatta in Austin.   

On the International front, the persistence of the IFA has resulted in a number of 

submissions in a last -ditch effort to get the Finn reinstated in the Olympics.  Please 

look at the IFA website for more information.  

To add additional fuel to the growth, the Class Officers has three projects in process.  

A modified loaner boat program is progressing.   Although we came up with the 

concept independently, Glenn Selvin pointed out the Lighting Class has a similar 

concept which has been very successful.  So, we are modifying our ideas based upon 

their experience.  A few key points are:  

a. As loaner boats tend to deteriorate over time, concept is to cycle them in 

and out of the program every few years so a good boat doesn't get subjected 

to continual abuse for many years.    

b. Ideally, the class will purchase boats (or receive donations) and take dona-

tions for old covers, sails etc. to give people the opportunity to sail 

Finns.  The goal is to have the program roughly  break even.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

USA FINN CLASS 

November 2019  

www.finnusa.org  

 

Cƛƴƴ /ƭƛƴƛŎ CŀƛǊƘƻǇŜ ¸/ - ǇŀƎŜ ф 

mailto:president@usfinn.org
mailto:secretary@finnusa.org
mailto:treasurer@finnusa.org
mailto:measurer@finnusa.org
mailto:darrell.peck@gmail.com


2 

 Regional Class Contacts  

Rob CouttsñSo Cal 

socal@finnusa.org   

Michael Kennedy ñNor Cal  

norcal@finnusa.org   

Marcus Ward ñRocky Mountains  

rockymountain@finnusa.org    

Peter FrissellñMidwest  

midwest@finnusa.org    

Paul ReesñSouth  

south@finnusa.org   

Al Marshall ñEast  

east@finnusa.org   

James BlandñTexas 

texas@finnusa.org  

 

2020 MAJOR Regattas  

World Sailing Cup Miami, Round 2  

January 19 -26  

US Sailing Center, Miami, FL  

Finn Midwinters East  

March 20 -22 

Sarasota Sailing Squadron, Sarasota, FL  

Gulf Coast Championship  

March 28 -29 

Fairhope Yacht Club, Fairhope, AL  

USA Finn National Championship  

June 25 -28 

CCYC, Corpus Christi, TX  

Great Lakes Championship  

July 11 -12 

North Cape Yacht Club, LaSalle, MI  

CORK /North American Championship  

August 14 -18  

Portsmouth Harbor, Kingston, ON  

North American Masters Championship  

October 8 -11 

Austin YC, Austin, TX  

c. The person using the boat will have the option to purchase it, and  we 

would allow the sailor to apply the rent payment to the purchase price.  

d. Yes, it would be nice to have a bunch of $20,000 boats to lend out but we 

simply do not have the resources for this.   We will do the best we can and try 

to fit the boat to the sailorõs abilities and goals.  

e. There is an option in the lease for fixing the boat in lieu of rent payment.  

Jack Caldwell has retired from being our òRegistered Agentó in Tennessee which has 

forced us to get an EIN number with the government and we have applied for 501c3 

status with the IRS. Many thanks to Mission Bay Yacht Club and Mark Teigo for put-

ting on an excellent North American Championships in sunny San Diego.   

In closing, I hope if people canõt participate in a Finn regatta they will help with the 

administration of sailing events, even if not a Finn Regatta.  We wouldnõt have these 

immensely rewarding experiences without a number of people donating their time to 

the Race, Food and Housing Committees.   This responsibility often falls on the same 

people at a Yacht Club and it seems that once they get burned out the event often 

dies.  Iõve found comradery on the administration side can be very rewarding also, 

and a necessity to keep the sport going.   

By Peter Frissell, USAFA President   

USAFA Travel Grant Program  

We revived the Travel Grant Program to 

promote participation and travel 

around the country. Our focus was to 

encourage and support younger ath-

letes to participate in the Finn sailing 

events, as well as the promotion of ear-

ly registration. The major change to 

similar programs of the past was raising 

the eligible athletes' age from 23 to 26 

years old, putting such a policy in writ-

ing, and shifting the focus from Olympic development to building the class presence 

around the continent. Summarizing the content of the policy (full version located at 

http://www.finnusa.org/usafa -documents), members of the USAFA in good standing 

who didn't reach their 26th birthday on the first day of the selected event may be 

reimbursed for their travel expenses up to 400 dollars.   

By Rodion Mazin, USAFA Secretary  

Finn SailorsñWho We Are  

Finn sailors are varied in occupation, 

backgrounds, and pursuits. We are 

doctors, attorneys, professors, busi-

nessmen, fire fighters, plumbers,  mili-

tary, computer programmers, con-

struction builders, retirees, profes-

sional sailors, riggers, boatwrights, 

students, mechanics, and engineers.   

We all have competitive sailing deep 

in our DNA.  For many of us, it was 

passed on to us by our parents. Most 

of us have actively raced other boats 

before getting into the Finn.  

The mental and physical challenges of sailing this heavy, overpowered dinghy alone 

draws us into the boat, and needing  help to move it around land and into and out of 

the water gets us all into a cooperative mood.  And we all like to eat.  

The top five sailors at the recent U.S. National Championships present an interesting 
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synecdoche for who we are.  

Winner Darrell Peck, a Finn grand master, from Oregon, has 

been sailing the Finn since the 1990õs, and is a veteran of four 

Olympic campaigns.  He now regularly coaches other sailors 

in the U.S. and Europe. He is a Finn òmavenó, who knows 

more about the boat itself and racing tactics than just about 

anyone in North America.  He also is a yeoman boat transpor-

tor,  showing up to our national regattas with six or more 

Finns carried by his custom -built trailer and truck rig.  

Second place U23 Quinton Gallon, from Ottawa, was not yet 

born when Darrell started Finn campaigning.  He is already 

and expert rigger and boatworker who funds his campaign 

with these skills, along with part -time jobs as a sailing instruc-

tor. He has a gofundme campaign to raise the money go to 

the European regattas as a member of the Canadian Olympic 

Sailing Team.   

Rodion Mazin, who took third place after just over a year in 

the Finn, is  a very good Laser sailor.  He has been in the U.S. 

Coast Guard for nine 

years helping to keep 

the country safe. He is 

now the new USA 

Finn Association Na-

tional Secretary, step-

ping up to volunteer 

his time to keep the 

wheels on the organi-

zational bus. He has 

brought new vigor 

and ideas to the class 

management.  

Dereck Mess is a 

grand, grand master, 

who in the Eighties 

was one of the main 

challengers to Larry 

Lemieux for the Cana-

dian Finn Olympic 

berth.  Now he is a 

professor at MIT 

(Massachusetts Insti-

tute of Technology) 

and Tufts, and is 

ramping up a masterõs 

program that culmi-

nated this year at the Finn Masters 

Worlds in Denmark.  Back then, 

his edge was physical fitness, and 

now heõs intent on developing age

-appropriate physical training regi-

ments for sailors over 60.  

Jeremy Pape, from Atlanta, took 

fifth place.  He is also a prodigal 

Finn sailor, who did a Find Olym-

pic campaign back in 2004.  He 

saw the Finns one year at Miami 

OCR, and decided to get back in.  

He was even able to buy back his 

old boat!  Jeremy is now semi -retired from a successful con-

struction business.   He tunes up for the Finn by sailing MC 

Scows.  

One characteristic that distinguishes these top finishers, and 

several others in the class, is an ethic of helping others enjoy 

the Finn.  We are always promoting the boat to others in our 

clubs and bringing boats to regattas on double and triple 

trailers.  Former president Joe Chinburg, a Denver firefighter, 

has a custom box trailer to haul boats (and spare parts) all 

around the 3100 mile expanse from California to Florida and 

north to Ontario that encompasses our òregion.ó 

So, we are Finn sailors ñof all heights and weights and occu-

pations and in different points on lifeõs pathway.  We share a 

passion for recreational competitive sailing and for bringing 

people into the boat and the Finn lifestyle.  Weõre all very suc-

cessful in our professional lives and make Finn sailing a priori-

ty in our Work -Life Balance.   

Charles Heimler, Finn USA 32  

USA country representative, Finn World Masters  hƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ оǊŘΣ L ǿŀǎ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ aƻōƛƭŜΣ ![ ŦǊƻƳ 

/ŀǇŜ /ƻŘ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ Cƛƴƴ DǳƭŦ /ƻŀǎǘ /ƘŀƳǇƛπ

ƻƴǎƘƛǇΦ !ōƻǳǘ рлл ƳƛƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎǝƴŀǝƻƴ Ƴȅ 

ǘǊƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳŜ ¢ƻȅƻǘŀ Ŭƴŀƭƭȅ ƎŀǾŜ ƛǘ ƭŀǎǘ ōǊŜŀǘƘ 

ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΦ IŜǊŜ L ǿŀǎΣ ǎǘǳŎƪ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ƛƴ ǊǳǊŀƭ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ 

ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ-ƳƛƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛπ

ƴŀΦ ¢ǿƻ ōƻŀǘǎΣ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ƎŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōǊƻƪŜƴ 

ŎŀǊΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǘ ǿŀǎ 

ǿƘƻƻǇƛƴƎ фт CΦ ¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ Ŏŀƭƭ L ƳŀŘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ WŜǊŜπ

Ƴȅ tŀǇŜΣ ǿƘƻ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƻǾŜ ŀƴ 

ƘƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ Ƴȅ ōǳǊƴŜŘ ϦŀǎǎϦ ŀƴŘ 

ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƎŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜΦ aƻǊŜƻπ

ǾŜǊΣ ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ 

ǘƘŜ .ǳŎŎŀƴŜŜǊ ¸ŀŎƘǘ /ƭǳō ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ 

CǊƛŘŀȅΦ Ϧ! ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƛƴ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƛǎ ōŜǧŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǇŜƴƴȅ ƛƴ 

ǇǳǊǎŜΦϦ {ǝŎƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ Cƛƴƴ ǎŀƛƭƻǊǎΗ WŜǊŜƳȅΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ 

ȅƻǳΗ   

.ȅ wƻŘƛƻƴ aŀȊƛƴ  

Above is the map displaying locations, sizes, and 

concentration of the Finn Fleets across the US. The 

two places that are lacking regattas and represen-

tation are Canada, Northwest, and Middle of the 

Eastern Seaboard. Contact your class representa-

tives and/or the national secretary if you are inter-

ested to hold a Finn regatta in your Yacht Club!    

#Lets make Finn Great Again  
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USAFA Stats  

90 members  

7 Regions  

20+ Regattas  

2ñ100 point WS events  

4ñ50 point WS events  

One Olympic Spot  

 

LA SALLE, Mich. ð The Great Lakes Finn Championship was hosted 

again this year by the ever accommodating North Cape Yacht Club from 

the 6th to 7th of July. Despite storm cells blowing in on Saturday and 

high water flooding the Club grounds on Sunday, the RC was able to 

get the 2019 series off and complete. The Championship honour went 

to Rodion òRodyó Mazin again this year, with brother Nikita òNikó Mazin 

taking second place, and Simon van Wonderen in third.  

Joining the event this year was first time Finnster Peter òPVRó van 

Rossem, champion DN sailor fresh off the Canadian ice. Returning local 

Will Libcke took a break from designing foil shapes at WMU sporting a 

new low resistance skinsuit that got some attention from the female 

Lightning and Snipe sailors sharing the course. Steve Morrow, also local 

to La Salle, made the right decision to put his feet in the hiking strap of 

his Finn and not one of his many other boats sailing that weekend, ap-

parently inspired after hearing that John Miller risked his health to make 

it out sailing despite having picked up a severe hangover in Buffalo. 

òSlim Shadyó Peter Frissell again played fabulous host, flipping steaks 

and showing the travelling sailors his massive home collection of Shad 

Flies. 

The Finn sailors participated in two days of tuning 

and training ahead of the regatta. Led by Coach 

Rody who, despite sometimes being at a loss for 

comprehensible words, mustered the sailors 

through countless starting drills and practice races 

in anticipation of the big event. Newbie Finn sailor 

PVR impressed the fleet with early speed in his 

90õs Abbott sometimes matched by Nik in his vin-

tage late 70õs Vanguard, both hanging in with 

Slim Shady in his Devoti hull newly painted after 

last yearõs haircut. 

Saturday racing was postponed and eventually 

blown off for the day due to advancing storms 

cells, which meant for another afternoon of prac-

tice for the Finns. That night the NCYC put on a 

great steak dinner. The Sunday racing was met 

with an early start in the 10 -15 knot NE breeze 

which meant for shifty racing with big waves ð 

perfect Finn sailing conditions. Rody lead the fleet 

with straight bullets. Not far behind was a hard fought battle for 

second and third, with Nik taking second place in a late 70õs 

Vanguard still fast after Gus Millerõs tweaks from prior years and 

leaving Simon van Wonderen to pick up the 3
rd

 place position on 

the tie breaker.  

Thanks to Peter Frissell and the NCYC for hosting another great 

event. And to travelling support crews for participating, Daria 

and Irene, returning Finn junior Philip, and Lana who had a nice 

introduction to the NCYC.  

By Simon van Wonderen  

Pictures by Paula Anderson  
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